Soil ~ Earth and Space PSSA  Questions set 2
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Please read each question carefully. To answer each multiple-choice question, circle the correct
response.

Use the table below to answer question 1.
CHARACTERISTICS OF SOILS

Location Texture Color Thickness
School very fine-grained, clayey light gray and light brown | thin
Park equal mix of grain sizes, loamy | dark brown to black thick

1 A student compared the soil near her school to the soil in a
nearby park. The table shows her notes. Based on this
information, which of these statements about the soils is most

likely true?

A The soil in the park has a higher porosity than the soil near the
school.

B More plants grow in the soil near the school than in the soil in
the park.

C  There is more humus in the soil near the school than in the soil
in the park.

D The soil in the park has a higher permeability than the soil near
the school.
2 The sediment in a particular soil sample is mainly loess. What
is most likely true about the soil?
A ltis coarse-grained.
B Itis several meters thick.
C It was deposited by wind.
D It was eroded by glaciers.

3 A scientist is studying a hillside that is mainly made up of bare
rock with no soil. Which of these statements about the hillside

is most likely true?
A No erosion is occurring on the hillside.

B Only very large plants grow on the hillside.
C There is a great deal of humus on the hillside.
D

Very little sediment accumulates on the hillside.




